
























































































































































































































































WILTON UNITED A.F.C. COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 
CRO Reg. Number 303088 
 

Planning Department 

Cork City Council 

City Hall 

Anglesea Street 

Cork 

  

By Email: planning@corkcity.ie 

Re: Section 5 Declaration Request – Garranedarragh Sports Grounds 

 Dear Sir/Madam, 

We write in connection with the above matter and refer to the detailed submission prepared 

and filed by our planning consultants, McCutcheon Halley, on behalf of the landowner, 

O’Brien & O’Flynn Ltd, dated 24 July 2025. 

Wilton United AFC is a community-based, volunteer-led football club. In 2024, we entered 

into a long-term lease over the sports and recreational facility at Garranedarragh, which had 

fallen into dereliction over a ten-year period. Since taking occupation, our club has invested 

significant time and over €100,000 in bringing the facility back to a safe and useable condition. 

As a club catering to hundreds of underage and adult members, we have strict legal obligations 

in respect of: 

• Child welfare under FAI and Sport Ireland safeguarding standards. 

• Insurance, which does not cover general public use of the facility. 

• Health and safety, which obliges us to control and monitor access to the grounds. 

We wish to confirm that all works undertaken by the club: 

• Are either not “development” within the meaning of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended), or 

• Are properly exempted development, as detailed in the planning submission. 
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There is no public right of way or legal obligation on the club to permit uncontrolled access to 

these lands. Further, we have been advised that no condition of Planning Permissions 00/3131 

/ PL04.130788 or 03/4050 requires access to the N40 or any pedestrian route from the Garrane 

Darra estate. Indeed, the breach in the boundary fence previously used as an informal shortcut 

presents serious safety risks and has now been appropriately secured. 

As part of a permission granted under 24/43524 for a residential development on the adjoining 

lands to the west, O’Brien and O’Flynn intend to construct a connection to the footpath which 

runs alongside the N40. This will provide a proper, authorised connection between 

Garranedarragh/Eagle Valley and the N40 footpath. We trust that this is to your clients 

satisfaction and resolves this issue. 

We trust that the enclosed planning submission addresses all relevant matters and confirms our 

compliance with planning law. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further 

clarification. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

John Leonard 

Chairperson 

Wilton United AFC 
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