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Significance of Burial Places

ÅProvide information on the 
archaeological and historical 
development of a place

ÅEnhance our knowledge of 
past societies

ÅtƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
landscape

ÅCultural and Social Value

ÅHonoured place for the dead

ÅTranquil public place for the 
living



/ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ .ǳǊƛŀƭ tƭŀŎŜǎ {ǘǳŘȅ

ÁStudy prompted by an 
increase in planning 
applications in or adjacent to 
burial grounds

Á1999/2000 research 
commenced

ÁFunded by the Urban and 
Village Renewal Scheme and 
the Heritage Council
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Á41 graveyards outlined

Á24 based on 
documentary/cartographic 
sources

ÁVary enormously in shape, 
preservation, size and style



Types of Burial Grounds in Cork City
ÁGraveyards associated with Churches 

ÁChurches with vaults/crypts

ÁPrivate burial grounds (e.g. religious communities )

ÁMass graves

ÁModern Cemeteries



Condition of Burial Grounds

ÁAmenity Areas 
(church/graveyard no longer 
places of worship)

ÁLandscaped Site

ÁBuried beneath buildings

ÁInaccessible (private property)

ÁExtend beyond current 
boundaries



Cork City
Developed on a marsh

Hiberno-Norse 

Medieval Walled Town

Expanded 18th &19th centuries



ÁEarly Christian Monastic 
Settlement 

ÁHiberno-Norse Parish 
Churches

ÁAnglo-Norman Monastic 
Orders 

Á18th Century Church Re-
Building 

ÁNon-conformist

Á18th /19th Century 
Religious Orders





Monastic/Early Christian Settlement

ÁSt. Fin Barre 

Origins of the city

ÁGillabbeyArea

ÁRingforts 

ÁSouterrain



{ǘΦ CƛƴōŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ
ÁMonastic Settlement 
c.682 AD

ÁCathedral designation 
12th Century

ÁTopographical and 
cartographic evidence

ÁNo archaeological 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΧas yet!!!





{ǘΦ CƛƴōŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ
1735 1865 Burgess Cathedral







Medieval Parish Churches ςHoly Trinity 
ό/ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘύ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ



Anglo Normans 13th Century
Establishment of New Religious Orders

ÅTypical features of a 
monastic settlement

Church

Domestic Buildings

Burial Grounds

Extract from Speed 
1610



Red Abbey
ÁOnly Upstanding Medieval 

Monument

ÁLate Thirteenth Century, 
Tower 14th Century

ÁDevolved 1541

ÁFriars occupation 1641



Red Abbey

Arch at 23 DunbarStreet Skeletal remains



Dominican Priory Crosses Green

ÅThe Dominican Priory in 
Crosses Green was founded 
by Lord Philip de Barry in 
1229.

ÅThe priory was excavated in 
1993. 

ÅDominican order relied on 
alms from local population. 

Site Location



Church

Refectory

15th Century Artists Impression

Cloister



Dominican Priory Crosses Green 



Artefacts from Dominican Priory







Skeletal Recording Sheet



Poor Preservation


