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Introduction

Cork City Council is committed to making its funding schemes accessible to artists with 
disabilities.

We recognise that artists, participants and audiences with disabilities, as well as people who are neurodivergent, may face additional barriers when engaging in artistic activities. We are committed to supporting applicants to address these barriers.

When applying for arts funding to support your artistic activities, you may also apply for funding to cover additional disability-related access costs. Applications for additional disability-related access costs are made using a separate Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form, available to download from our Arts Funding webpage:
https://www.corkcity.ie/en/council-services/services/arts-culture-heritage/arts-office/arts-funding/

The Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form contains two sections:
· Section A: Personal Disability Access Costs -complete the form in this section to apply for funding for Personal Disability Access Costs 

· Section B: Tips on Completing the Form - these tips are provided to assist you in completing the budget form. Additional advice is also available in the Frequently Asked Questions in this document.

[bookmark: _Hlk241059533]Once completed, please email your Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form to artsgrants@corkcity.ie.

If your application is successful, you will receive information on how to draw down your funding. You will also be asked to submit a short final report once the arts activities for which you have been funded are concluded.

If you have any other questions, please contact Siobhán Clancy at Cork City Council Arts Office via the contact details on the final page of this document. 





Q1. What are Personal Disability Access Costs?

[bookmark: _Hlk241048119]You may apply for funding to address disability-related access requirements that could otherwise prevent you or your participants from completing your proposed artistic activity.

People with disabilities often incur additional costs when participating in, creating or presenting artistic work. These costs can arise when reasonable accommodations or supports are required to ensure equal access and participation like Irish Sign Language interpretation, Sighted Guiding, Captioning etc. For more examples of eligible Personal Disability Access Costs, go to Question 4. 


[bookmark: _Hlk241048131]Q2. What are Audience Disability Access Costs?
[bookmark: _Hlk241058012]Audience Disability Access Costs are costs associated with making artistic activities accessible to audience members with disabilities. These costs should be considered as part of standard project planning and included within your main project budget.

Examples include:
· ISL interpretation for public events or performances
· Audio description services
· Accessible exhibition materials (e.g. Braille, large print, audio)
· Website compatibility with screen readers

We have not included everything in the list above. Your audience might have different access requirements than are listed here. If you have a question about your audience’s access requirements, contact Siobhán Clancy at Cork City Council Arts Office using the contact information provided on the final page of this document.


Q3. Who can apply for Personal Disability Access Costs?

[bookmark: _Hlk241058059][bookmark: _Hlk241049624]As the lead applicant named in your funding application, you can apply for Personal Disability Access Costs on behalf of yourself and/or participants. 



In line with the definition used by the Arts Council, participants are people who actively contribute to the artistic activity. This may include:
· Artists
· Mentors
· Collaborators
· Production staff
· Key administrative staff

Audience members are not considered participants.

Costs associated with making your project accessible to audiences are classified as Audience Disability Access Costs and should be included within your main project budget rather than in the Personal Disability Access Costs form.

Further guidance on Audience Disability Access Costs is available in Question 2. You do not need to apply for Personal Disability Access Costs funding if you do not have disability-related access costs.


[bookmark: _Hlk241049669]Q4. What Personal Disability Access Costs are eligible?
[bookmark: _Hlk241048748]
[bookmark: _Hlk241058143]Personal Disability Access Costs are disability-related costs that directly affect your proposal and need to be covered in order that you can achieve your artistic objectives.  

[bookmark: _Hlk241051949]Examples of Personal Disability Access Costs include the following:
· Access Support Worker for arts activities
· Accessible Travel like taxis with wheelchair capacity
· Accessible Meeting, Rehearsal or Studio Space (eg. a space with accessible toilets, wide doors, lifts, ramps, quiet spaces etc.)
· Accommodation, subsistence and travel for Personal Assistants
· Assistive technology like Loop systems
· Audio descriptions
· Captioning on videos
· Easy Read text 

· Extra time (eg. rental costs and fees for cast, crew or collaborators rehearsing performances or installing exhibitions etc.)
· Irish Sign Language interpreters
· Quiet spaces or sensory rooms
· Ramps
· Proof Reader
· Sighted Guiding
· Disability Training to work safely and professionally eg. Disability Equality Training, Safeguarding of Vulnerable Adults etc.
· Transcriber

We have not included everything in the list above. You might have different access requirements than are listed here. If you are unsure if a particular cost is eligible, get in touch with Cork City Council Arts Office via the contact details on the final page of this document.


Q5. What funding schemes support additional Personal Disability Access funding?
[bookmark: _Hlk241051981]
When Personal Disability Access Costs are approved, they are awarded in addition to the funding available under the relevant scheme.

Cork City Council offers Personal Disability Access Funding under 3 Funding Schemes only:

1. Artist Bursary 

2. Artist in the Community 
· Research and Development (R&D) Strand up to €2000. 
· Project Realisation Strand up to €10000.

3. Project Scheme 
· Research and Development (R&D) Strand up to €10000
· Production Strand up to €10000.





Personal Disability Access Funding is not available under the following Cork City Council Funding Schemes:
1. Arts Grant for Community and Voluntary Organisations
2. Arts Grant for Professional Arts Organisations
3. Cow House Studio Artist Residency 


[bookmark: _Hlk241051382]Q6. How much Personal Disability Access Costs funding can I apply for?
[bookmark: _Hlk241058201]You may apply for Personal Disability Access Costs of up to 20% of the amount requested under the funding scheme.

For example, if you apply for €10,000 under an eligible funding scheme, you may apply for up to €2,000 in additional Personal Disability Access Costs funding. Next are two scenarios based on this example to further clarify. 

Scenario 1
You apply for €7,500 and request an additional 20% (€1,500) for Personal Disability Access Costs. If successful, you could receive a total award of €9,000.

Scenario 2
You apply for €10,000 and request an additional 20% (€2,000) for Personal Disability Access Costs. If successful, you could receive a total award of €12,000.

Please note that funding awards may be lower than the amount requested. Where eligible, Personal Disability Access Costs funding will be calculated at up to 20% of the funding amount awarded.

We recognise that some applicants may have access costs that exceed the available maximum. Due to limited resources, Cork City Council is currently unable to provide funding beyond this level.





Q7. How do I apply for funding for Personal Disability Access Costs?

To apply for funding for Personal Disability Access Costs, please do the following:

[bookmark: _Hlk241057986]STEP 1: Download the Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form from our Funding webpage: https://www.corkcity.ie/en/council-services/services/arts-culture-heritage/arts-office/arts-funding/

STEP 2: Read over the Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form carefully. If you have any questions, check out our Personal Disability Access Costs FAQ. If your question is not answered in either document, contact Siobhán Clancy at Cork City Council Arts Office using the contact information provided on the final page of this document.

STEP 3: Fill in your Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form

STEP 4: Email your Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form to artsgrants@corkcity.ie  

[bookmark: _Hlk172884053]If you would like to submit your Personal Disability Access Costs in a different format, please contact Siobhán Clancy at Cork City Council Arts Office to discuss options using the contact information provided on the final page of this document.


Q8. What other accommodations are available to support Disability Access Requirements?

In addition to funding for Personal Disability Access Costs, other accommodations for Disability Access facilitated by Cork City Council Arts Office include the following:

· Application Criteria and Guidelines are provided as two separate documents per funding scheme. These are available to download in a variety of formats from https://www.corkcity.ie/en/council-services/services/arts-culture-heritage/arts-office/arts-funding/  The content of all documents can also be accessed using the ‘Recite Me’ app on Cork City Council’s website or your preferred text-to-speech software.
· A recording of a Personal Disability Budgeting Webinar, and other information videos on Cork City Council Arts Funding Schemes, will be available to access on our Funding webpage at https://www.corkcity.ie/en/council-services/services/arts-culture-heritage/arts-office/arts-funding/ Booking details are also available on our Funding webpage if you wish to attend.

· If you are unable to submit a written application or written Personal Disability Access Costs Budget Form, you may request information on how to submit an audio recording instead. To arrange this, please contact the Cork City Council Arts Office using the contact details provided at the end of this document.


· With the permission of the Lead Applicant, an application may be prepared and submitted with support from a support worker, personal assistant, family member or friend. In these cases, the contact details provided for correspondence may belong to the supporting person. While a supporting person may assist with the application, the assessment panel's priority is to hear the voice, experience and views of the artist making the application. Applicants are therefore encouraged to include their own perspective wherever possible.


Q9. Where can I find out more about Disability Access Requirements?

Contact Arts and Disability Ireland for guidance on Access https://adiarts.ie/ 
For more tips and resources, go to https://www.accesstoolkit.art/


Q10. I have a question not covered in this FAQ. Who can I contact?

Contact Siobhán Clancy at Cork City Council Arts Office, Corporate Community & Cultural Affairs, Cork City Council, City Hall, Anglesea Street, Cork, Ireland 
Tel: 021 492 4000 / 086 036 0498                                             
Email: artsgrants@corkcity.ie  
2
[image: ]
image1.png
4| Combhairle Cathrach Chorca
Cork City Council

Arts Ealaiona

T,





image2.svg
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


