
From Bonna to Summer Fun 
Nights 

10 years of The Community Bonfire Night / Family Fun     
      Nights Project in Cork City 

 
 
 
 

Progress & Partnership 
 



Bonfire Night - Origins 

• Bonfire Night, or “Bonna” as it is known in Cork , is celebrated 
on June 23rd 

 

• Fires were originally lit as part of a Celtic celebration to 
honour the goddess Áine, who was associated with the sun, 
fertility, and protecting crops and animals. The tradition 
comes from an old pagan Celtic celebration to honour the 
goddess Aine.  

 

• The Catholic Church absorbed the event and linked it to the 
birth of Saint John the Baptist. Fires became symbolic with 
commemorating St John as he had baptised Jesus and in doing 
so, according to the church, brought the world out of 
darkness. Hence the bonfire element 

 



Bonfire Night - The Problem  

• Though enjoyed by many there were problems emerging and by the 
the mid 2000’s, Bona Night was causing difficulties  

 

• many neighbourhoods  experienced  anti social behaviours , 
damage to green areas, littering etc.  

 

• Increasingly everything combustible was being burned including all 
sorts of harmful and toxic material  
 

• Community groups grew very concerned  and approached the City 
Council to explore options to deal with the negative side effects of 
the night  
 

• A solution was needed and at the same time all wanted to keep the 
tradition alive 

 



Environmental Problems 

Damage to Green Areas was 
substantial cleanups and 
restoration are costly 
 

Risk of injury was high 
 

Emergency services often 
experienced intimidation– 
preventing and extinguishing 
fires was a flash point 
 

Fear in Communities 
 

Anti social behaviour was on 
the increase 



Bonfire Night Cork Pre 2007 



Terrible for communities 



Dangerous and Unsafe 



         Toxic Poisons – Pollution  



The aftermath was ugly and expensive 











An Agreed Approach 

 

• Calls for change were growing 
 

• Strong community links were used to start a discussion 
 

• Committees formed in each locality 
 

• The City Council, Gardaí, and other agencies supported the initiative 
 

• Months of planning took place in the communities  
 

• Official events would take place in the City Parks 
 

• Illegal bonfires were to be discouraged 
 

 

 

 



A Plan  

• In 2007, a pilot Bonfire Night Project was initiated 
 

• The Community project was and is supported by the City Council 
 

• Over 40 local community groups, the Cork City Council, Youth 
groups, Gardaí – on Local Organising Committees 
 

• An event was conceived with a diverse range of fun activities on the 
night as an alternative to the illegal bonfires 
 

• 5 safe family friendly events were organised in the City’s parks 
 

• 10 years later these 5 locations are key to the event 

 



The Benefits 

• The project was very well received  
 

• It has grown and continues to develop this day 
 

• Its has made a very significant impact in the City 
 

• In 10 years there has been a serious reduction in the number of 
problem fires throughout Cork 
 

• Substantial reduction in incidents with the Fire Brigade 
 

• Gardaí report reduced anti social behaviour on the night 
 

• Cooperative approach has strengthening community links 

 



             A Community Effort  



Building Community Relations 



Making It Fun  



Everyone plays a part 







On the right track ... 





Garda Mounted Unit – always a great hit  



The Lord Mayor helps Celebrate 10 Years 



Supporting Roles Volunteers and Parks Staff 



It took a while but our Bonfires are safer and grow ever more 
creative from this one in 2013 ...  



To this one in 2017 where bonfires are developed as art 
installations in the communities 



Positive front page news 2017   



Echo Reports on Family Fun 2017 



Numbers Speak for themselves 



The future 

• Planning begins for next year ...  

• Educate on environmental impacts 

• Maintain volunteer commitments 

• Develop new parks or venues 

 

 



The Final Word  

Mr Paddy Daly aged“just 

over the ninety” lives in  

Knockpogue Avenue, 
Farranree  
 

One of the largest 
bonfire sites used to be 
outside his front door ... 

 

 

 




