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A Chairde,

As we approach the half way mark of 2021, we are
delighted to bring you the June issue of the
SuperValu TidyTowns Newsletter. We are sure you
are all very busy these weeks completing your
competition entry forms, you still have loads of time
yet, the closing date is not until July 2",

In this issue we bring you details on all of the special
awards that form part of the 2021 competition. We
also bring you details on how to submit your entry
for the 2021 SuperValu TidyTowns competition

We want to encourage all groups old and new to
enter the competition this year, we appreciate it has
been a very difficult period for all TidyTowns groups
and their volunteers but this will bring some sense
of normality back into our daily lives, the excitement
as we head towards the latter part of the year in
awaiting the results will give us something to focus
on. So please do not be discouraged if the level of
work is not what you would like it to be, how could
it be? You were following the rules by staying at
home. Our sponsors and Adjudicators fully
understand this and that will be reflected in the
adjudication process for 2021, no negative marking.

Please do not be worrying over what to put in your
form, perhaps you kept your community or

volunteers connected, phone calls, a wave across the street, medicine or grocery
deliveries etc. all of these things are what makes a community and communities
strong, strong because of the people in them, people like you, who make a difference,

i snot

t hat

reud abouy, Bo ntalke suveeandgell your Adjudicator!!

Remember the closing date is Friday July 2", 2021




Su ervalu rﬂ Rialtas na hEireann
T T Government of Ireland
Administered by the Department of Rural

Caring for our environment and Community Development

SuperValu TidyTowns Competition 2021

Entry Process

Entry to the 2021 SuperValu TidyTowns Competition will be by electronic means only

Groups should access the entry form and associated terms and conditions at
www.tidytowns.ie. The closing date for the submission of entry forms will be Friday,
July 2", 2021. Late applications will not be accepted.

Once the group have their entry form completed, they should rename it to their town
or village name, e. g. AThe Town Entry
TidyTowns plan likewise. If you wish all three items can be incorporated into one
document.

Your entry material should be saved in a folder on your desktop or computer for ease
of access when emailing your entry.

Once you have your entry complete you should email it together with any associated
material to the TidyTowns unit in the Department of Rural and Community
Development. The email to use is tidytowns@drcd.gov.ie

In recent years, some groups encountered difficulties in emailing their entries due to
the size of the material they were submitting. We have raised this with the Office of
the Government Chief Information Officer and this issue should now be resolved. The
limit on the size of material allowable has been increased from 20MB to 30 MB, so
that should be more than sufficient. However, if you do encounter any difficuly in
emailing your entry, please get in touch with the TidyTowns unit.

We are requesting groups to please visit the TidyTowns website at
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/registered-entries/ to ensure your entry has
been received and registered for the 2021 competition.

If your entry has not been listed by July 14", please contact the TidyTowns unit at
tidytowns@drcd.gov.ie and we will assist you.

Thank you all for your ongoing cooperation, the competition would not be possible
without all of you and the efforts you put in all year round in keeping our towns and
villages much nicer places in which to live, work and visit.

We want to wish each and every one of you the best of luck with your entry.


http://www.tidytowns.ie/
mailto:tidytowns@drcd.gov.ie
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/registered-entries/
mailto:tidytowns@drcd.gov.ie

DromiskinTidyTowns doing itdéds bit for
The County Louth village of Dromiskin is buzzing with excitement following the
completion of its most recent LEADER funded project. Despite the recent challenges
brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic Dromiskin rose to the challenge of
fundraising in excess of U020k through a
Scheme, individual donations, calendar sales and clothing collection schemes.

The TidyTowns committee, in its 30th year, was conscious of the need to increase the
tree stock in the village but were severely restricted by the lack of public green space
and had to be inventive in terms of delivering on their objective. The committee is
exceptionally lucky to have the voluntary input of local resident Kevin Halpenny, a
professional Landscape Architect employed as Chief Parks Superintendent with
Fingal County Council who recommended and project managed a SuDs tree planting
scheme which involved the construction of 4 Integrated Constructed Tree Pits,
incorporating Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) located along the public footpath
in the village centre. The Tree Pit Construction works included the resurfacing
(paving) of the section of public footpath located above the tree pits in question with
Castlestone Concrete Paving along approximately 30 metres of 2 metre wide footpath
and supply of 4 specimen street trees (Columnar Oaks) using an approved root
anchor system, compatible with the Constructed Tree Pit Specifications, which formed
a key element of the overall project.

To their knowledge Dromiskin TidyTowns is the only voluntary group to procure
funding for and manage this type of project which was made possible as a result of
having Kevin as project manager and using his professional experience of
iImplementing larger scale similar projects in urban areas. The overall cost of the
project was 0U48, 000 with a 75% grant r e
Devel opment Programme (RDP) and the bal
extremely generous contributions under Dromiskin TidyTowns Corporate Companion
Scheme. The completed project has made a huge difference to the visual appeal of
the village centre as well contributing to reducing the carbon footprint of the
community with climate positive actions and sustainability an integral element of the
project.

Shown above is a before and after picture of the project, well done to all involved, it
looks fantastic.



National Outdoor Recreation Strategy Public Consultation

Minister Heather Humphreys, T.D. launched a public consultation on 2" June,
seeking the views of stakeholder s and the public to infoc
National Outdoor Recreation Strategy.

A key action in Our Rural Future
is a new National Outdoor
Recreation Strategy. The
strategy will provide a vision and
an overarching framework for
the growth and development of
outdoor recreation in lIreland,
creating a shared vision for the =
many strategies, programmes,
agencies and elements in §
l rel andds outd

sector.

Outdoor recreation is going to play a v
recovery as restrictions on movements are relaxed and the tourism sector fully re-
opens. A cohesive National Outdoor Recreation Strategy has the capacity to benefit

our local economies, while also promoting responsible use of the countryside.

Sowhatisincluded i n outdoor recreation? By oOout
that take place in the natural environment, such as walking, canoeing, mountain
biking, orienteering and wild swimming. It does not include activities that take place
outdoors on confined courses or pitches (such as golf, football, show jumping) nor
motorised activities (such as quads).

The development of the Strategy is being led by Combhairle na Tuaithe (The
Countryside Council) in partnership with the Department and will be delivered as a
cross-Government Strategy. Comhairle na Tuaithe is a collaborative body which
comprises of representatives from farming organisations, recreational users such as
Mountaineering Ireland, Canoeing Ireland and State bodies such as the Coillte and
Failte Ireland.

This is the first stage of a two-stage consultation process whereby interested
stakeholders and individuals are encouraged to share their views on outdoor
recreation via an online questionnaire at https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/42e3a-
public-consultation-on-a-national-strategy-on-outdoor-recreation/. The closing date
for receipt of submissions is 5pm on 237 June 2021. At the second stage of the public
consultation later this year, a draft Strategy document will be issued whereby
interested stakeholders and individuals will be invited to give detailed feedback before
the Strategy is finalised.

So please click on the link and have your say!!


https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/a66a3f-comhairle-na-tuaithe/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/42e3a-public-consultation-on-a-national-strategy-on-outdoor-recreation/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/42e3a-public-consultation-on-a-national-strategy-on-outdoor-recreation/

Poets Corner

John got in contact with us in relation to litter black spot near where he lives. He
decided to take action and placed a sign with these few lines, which he penned
himself. It had the desired effect, the area is now litter free, well done John on the
penmanship and on the initiative.

BEA LITTER QUITTER

When you feel inclined to litter
Resist the urge and be a quitter
| hope you listen to this poem
BAG IT UP AND TAKE IT HOME

Kanturk tidy Towns

There was huge excitement in Kanturk recently as one of the towns oldest citizens
celebrated a very big birthday.

Mrs Nellie Browne celebrated her 100" birthday on
May 21st and a number of outdoor events were held
to mark the occasion. Mrs Browne is such a bright and
lively and active woman. She is a huge fan of
TidyTowns and does her part by regularly sweeping
the pavement in front of her home. On their Tidy
Tuesday clean up, the local group popped around to
say hello to Mrs Browne and to show her their §

appreciation and to wish her a very happy birthday

Happy birthday Nellie from all the TidyTowns family
around the country, hope you had a wonderful day
and well done on playing your part in keeping Kanturk
tidy.

o e [0 ERTHON
| MRS BROWN

" KANTURK

FRON THE o o

=




Special Awards 2021

Each year in the SuperValu TidyTowns competition, we include a number of special
awards. These awards add a different but associated dimension to the competition.
We only bring special awards on, if they align to one or more of the competition
categories, so no new work is required. If you are entering a special award, make sure
and reference it in the relevant category. The following will give you a flavour of some
of the awards on offer this year, all with fantastic prizes. In excess of U 6 6 , 3 Qp0
for grabs in the special awards categories.

To encourage and support groups in entering one or more of these awards, we have
extended the closing date just for the special awards. The closing date for each award
is given below, some are the same as the main competition, others are some weeks
later.

Please do not confuse these with the closing date for the main competition entry form,
which is Friday July 2"d, 2021.

Covid-19 Community Award i Staying Together while Apart

For this award, we are asking groups to tell the adjudicator what steps they took to
keep their community, connected, engaged and most important of all, how they kept
focussed and positive. The adjudicator will take these points into consideration for this
special award for 2021 and also for the overall mark given to each group in the main
competition. All groups who complete the section in the entry form will stand to gain
mar ks in the competition and-1l9Clognanulma tcyo rAs

Sponsored by the SuperVal u, t hi s awar d h as Clasing date fore f
this award is Eriday July 2"92021. In line with the closing

date of the main competition. Supervalu

Real Food, Real People

The Islands Award

The Islands Award is awarded to the two highest scoring entrants that is an island not
connected to the mainland by a bridge, is cut off daily from the mainland by the tide,
Is permanently inhabited and is not in private ownership.

This award is sponsored by the
An Roinn Forbartha Department of Rural and Community
Tuaithe agus Pobail Development and has a prize fund of
Department of Rural and U 1 005 The closing date for this award is
Community Development  Friday July 2" 2021. In line with the

closing date of the main competition.




Gaeltacht Award

The Gaeltacht Award is awarded to An Roinn Turasoireachta, Cultir,

the two highest scoring entrants from /= Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mein
a Gaeltacht area. The Entry Form L Department of Tourism, Culture,
must be completed in Irish. Z Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

This award is sponsored by the Department of Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Mediaand has a prize fund of 02, 5
award is Friday July 2"9 2021. In line with the closing date of the main competition.

NOTE

The closing date for all the other Special Awards has been
extended by three weeks to Friday July 23", this should give
you an extra chance once you have the main entry form sent
it, to have a look at some of these wonderful awards, great
prizes to be won across the range of awards.

Agent Brite Litter Awareness

Recycling-on-the-G o BotG is a way of providing public-facing recycling facilities to
enable people to recycle when they are away from home or work. PEL Waste
Reduction Equipment ar e sponsoring the OAgent Bri i
Award to raise awareness and benefits of RotG to the local community. The purpose

of the award i s t eon-tiperGaoro tan dd Reenccyocd ri angge
segregate different types of litter when depositing in a bin.

This award is sponsored by PEL Waste Reduction A
Equipmentand has a pri ze fund PEL
rentalcosts for four wunits

int he o6 Agent . Workshops ia thd vi/irmiegragea
will be facilitatedt o pr omot e t he .c ®he applipation wilft be & WRritten G 0
submission describing the expected benefits to be accrued from winningthe 6 Agen't
Brite Litter Awarenesso Special Award.

Waste Reduction Equipment >

Please note the closing date for this award is Friday July 23rd, 2021




SuperValu and AslAm Inclusive Communities

This award aims to recognise the outstanding work done supervalu

by committees in embracing and including the autism
community. SuperValu and AslAm are working in
partnership to promote the creation of more inclusive
communities and this award is to acknowledge the hard work

done by the committees who are making changes to promote @ @
and facilitate inclusivity of the autism community.

This award is sponsored by SuperValu and AslAm and has a
prize fund of (02, 000. Theriday July P3if @02t at e

Leave No Trace

Now in its second year, the Leave No Trace TidyTowns Special Award recognises
communities for their significant efforts to protect and enhance the natural
environment and the promotion of responsibility in the outdoors. Through recognising
these communities, Leave No Trace Ireland seeks to inspire other communities to
take extraordinary actions to protect and promote responsible outdoor recreation. The
award is open to any community group who has shown an appreciation for their
outdoor environment.

This award is sponsored by Leave No Trace Ireland
and has a prize of training tr« ~he »ral
closing date for this award is Friday July 23'4 2021.

IRELAND

leave no trace
EPA Circular Economy Award

The EPA Circular Economy Award is to recognise communities that have undertaken
activities that support a circular economy. In a circular economy waste is prevented
and products are reused or repaired for reuse. By preventing waste and supporting
the circular economy we can make the most of our resources while protecting the
environment Wor Kk done under the main ¢ omp eoing
more with | essdé can berccel evant to thi

This award is sponsored by the
)& Environmental Protection Agency and

has a prize fund of
e G Environmental Protection Agency _ _ _
An Ghniomhaireacht um Chaomhni Comhshaoil date for this award is Frldav JUIV 23|’d

2021.

Real Food, Real People

f



\Waters and Communities

The Waters and Communities X
Special Award aims to encourage % gy,
community groups to get more \Nalerways \ [reland

involved with their local waterbodies  Uiscebhealai Eireann ~ Watterweys Airlann
by helping to preserve, promote and fully utilise their local natural water s——
heritage. The award is open to any community group who has shown an
appreciation for their water environment and water heritage by showing
examples of initiatives undertaken during, and in line with, Covid-19
restrictions.

lascach Intire Eireann
Inland Fisheries Ireland

This award is sponsored by the Sponsored by Inland Fisheries Ireland,
Waterways Ireland and the Local Authority Waters Programme and has a prize fund
o f ,0007 The closing date for this award is Friday July 239 2021.

Can It! - Every Can Counts

Every Can Counts inspires and empowers people to recycle their drink cans and make

a real difference. We 6r e ai mi ng f or ng,lafdows wanaThdyTovens y C
groups to join us and help make it happen. The o6Can 1 t! 6 award c
increase the drink can recycling points throughout their town. Entrants will be judged

on the number of can recycling points and the variety of locations in relation to
population. Help spread the message of drink can recycling and tag us in your efforts

on social media and your group could win a can crusher.

This award is sponsored by Every Can Counts and has
a prize fund of 0ul,500 and
date for this award is Friday July 2379 2021.

The Tree Project Award recognises the huge impact that
properly positioned trees can have in a town or village and the
importance of having the right tree in the right place. It is
essential that careful thought is put into not only the planting but
also the management of the trees over their life-span. The »
award rewards the TidyTowns Committee which has Tree Council
demonstrated the highest tree placement and maintenance RS
standards.

This award is sponsored by the Tree Counciloflrelandan d has a pri ze f
The closing date for this award is Friday July 23" 2021.




Climate Action & Air Quality

The overall aim of the Climate Action and Air Quality Award, sponsored by the
Department of Environment, Climate and Communications is to recognise the great
input local communities can make in addressing climate change and air quality. The
purpose of this award is to raise awareness and promote behaviour change.

This award is sponsored by Department of Environment, Climate and

Communicatonsand has a prize fund of 06, 000.

Friday July 239 2021.

Also sponsored by the Department of An Roinn Comhshaoil,
Environment, Climate and Aeraide agus Cumarsaide
Communications is and award on Department of the Environment,
the: Climate and Communications

Sustainable Development Goals

The purpose of this award is to promote the national awareness of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, (SDGs) by recognising the great input local communities can
play in helping Ireland play its part in fully achieving the SDGs by 2030. The purpose
of this award is to raise awareness and promote behavioural change at a local and
community level.

This award has a prize f unkiday fuly@39 2020.0

Young Persons in TidyTowns

The Young Persons Award is aimed at the 16 to 24 age group who are actively
involved in projects and initiatives of their local TidyTowns group throughout the year.
It is not open to schools to apply. Entries should be submitted using the Young
Persons Award entry form. Photographs can be used to support your entry.

Entries under the Young Persons Award should demonstrate how TidyTowns groups
actively involve young people in the 16 to 24 age group in contributing on an ongoing
basis to their local TidyTowns activities, including through their membership of, or
direct engagement with, the Groups. Initiatives undertaken by the group to encourage
greater involvement from this age group should also be included.

The award will be presented to the TidyTowns Group whose initiatives have resulted
in an increase in involvement from the 16 to 24 age group, resulting in a positive
outcome for the TidyTowns group and wider community and demonstrating how
young people can have an active leadership role within their community.

An Roinn Forbartha This award is sponsored by the Department
Tuaithe agus Pobail of Rural and Community Development and

Department of Rural and hasf a pr i-ze fund of
Community Development for this award is Friday July 23" 2021.

an.

ul



The Town Challenge Award

The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI) is providing the services of a
Registered Architect to work with a local TidyTowns Committee to create a visionary
urban design solution to a problem in your town. The award consists of an
architectural commission.

If your town or village has difficulties, for example with derelict sites,
signage, lack of public space, traffic or parking issues, this RIAI
RIAI Award will give you the opportunit_y to wo_rk with a Registered
Architect to develop an urban design solution that can solve a
problem and enhance your town or village. Registered Architects are
trained to develop and deliver solutions for our built environment.

In order to apply, the local TidyTowns committee will write a short paragraph which
identifies the positive characteristics of the town, as well as its problems (see
application form). This should be supported with photographs.

This award is sponsored by the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland and has a
pri ze wa®O0 dorsistingsof @dcommissioned Architect design solution that can
solve a problem and enhance your town or village. The closing date for this award is
Friday July 239 2021.

Shopfront Award

The RIAI Shopfront Award is a Special Award, designed to raise awareness and
promote good shopfronts in Irish towns and villages. The RIAI Shopfront Collaboration
Award aims to support a TidyTowns Committee who wish to provide guidelines for the
design of shopfronts in an historic context with the help of a Registered Architect.
Well-kept historic shopfronts and well-designed modern shopfronts are equally valid.

This award is also sponsored by the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland and
hasaprize wor t h 02, of@arckitectusalicanmissiogwhich will be made
publicly available, and a presentation given to the local TidyTowns Committee. The
closing date for this award is Friday July 23rd 2021.

Good Windows Award

The third award sponsored by the RIAI is the Good Windows Award is a Special
Award to promote appropriate windows in Irish towns and villages. The streets of Irish
towns and villages are composed of both historic and modern buildings. Well-kept
historic windows and well-designed modern windows are equally valid.

In order to apply, the local TidyTowns committee will complete the
entry form and submit photographs of two buildings which are
located in a street and have appropriate windows. The photographs

should clearly show the building and the windows and include an RIAI
example of a well-kept historic window in an urban street and an
example of a good modern window or fully glazed opening in an
urban street.

This award is also sponsored by the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland and
has a pr i 80 The olaosihghdata&lfér this award is Friday July 23rd 2021.




Pollinator Award

The Local Authority

Pollinator Award aims to

encourage TidyTowns

groups to implement

pollinator-friendly actions in

their towns and villages as part of the TidyTowns competition. Wild Irish bees, crucial
to the pollination of our plants, trees and vegetables, are in decline - this is because
weodove drastically reduced the areas wher
countryside provides for them. The aim of the award is to reverse this trend by
encouraging TidyTowns groups to take simple pollinator-friendly measures in their
local area. The Local Authority Pollinator Award supports the All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan and is sponsored by the Heritage Offices & Biodiversity Offices of Local
Authorities across Ireland.

This award is sponsored by Heritage Offices &

R TR e— Biodiversity Offices of Local Authorities across Ireland, in

Toens pearas s ree  partnership with the National Biodiversity Data Centre

¢ 0 and has a prize worth i 1 000.0The closing date for this
award is Friday July 23rd 2021.

Gum Litter Taskforce

The GLT would like to reward communities that are implementing environmental
awareness initiatives to eliminate chewing gum litter in their area.

This award is sponsored by the Gum Litter Taskforce
and has a prize fund of 05, (
award is Friday July 239 2021.

Heritage Award

The Heritage Award, sponsored by the Heritage Council, aims to awareness of the
importance of our local heritage and how it can contribute to a sense of place and
belonging.

Heritage includes buildings, monuments and collections and also our landscapes,
native wildlife and woodlands, seascapes, geology, heritage gardens and parks,
inland waterways, folklore and crafts. The Heritage Award recognises local
communities who manage and enhance an aspect of heritage in their area, and
promote its value to a wider audience.

This award is sponsored by Heritage
Council of Ireland and has a prize
wo r t h00.U The @losing date for
this award is Friday July 23rd 2021.




