Cornmarket Street or the ‘Coal Quay’ as it popularly known
holds a special place in the social and commercial history of
the City. Its street market is one of the oldest surviving
institutions in the City, dating from the 1820s.

As part of a broader strategy aimed at the redevelopment and
regeneration of the City Centre, which has seen several
hundred of million euros committed to City Centre renewal
projects, the City Council has prepared this Area Action Plan
for the Cornmarket area.

The main aims of the Action Plan, which compliment the
objectives of the 2004 City Development Plan, are to promote
the expansion of the central retail area into the Cornmarket
area, to reorganise and expand the market so as to maximise
its potential, and to improve the public realm.

The Plan has been prepared as an integrated “vision
document” that seeks to address a broad range of issues
through a single integrated plan. By providing a framework
for the development and improvement of Cornmarket Street
and the surrounding area it aims to maximise the potential of
the area by building on what's good about it. The Action Plan
area extends from the River Lee in the north to Castle
Street/Paul Street in the south and from North Main Street in
the west to Half Moon Street in the east.

It is the intention of the Action Plan to create a distinctive
street market so that it will continue to be a focal point of
community activity but will also become a shopping and a
visitor attraction that appeals to the widest customer base.
The long-term aim is to ensure that the market is busy 6-7
days of the week. In the short term the market will be
improved and managed so that it is operating at capacity on
Fridays and Saturdays.

[P
£2.Cork City Council

Adopted 23 May 2005

The Action Plan also looks to the opportunities for future
development while respecting the significant heritage value of
the area. It promotes the redevelopment of a number of key
sites in the area, including strategic development sites at
Cornmarket Street (Guy’s, The Loft / Portney’s Lane) and the
Kyr's Quay group of sites. These have the ability to
transform the area in terms of providing commercial
confidence and changing the physical appearance and image
of the area. Upper floor residential uses are promoted.

The public realm strategy for the area aims to achieve an
attractive public realm of streets and spaces. The high quality
public realm will complement the proposed developments on
adjacent sites and provide the venue for a range of activities.
Primary spaces will be designed to a similar specification to
that used on other City Centre landmark spaces, such as
Oliver Plunkett Street and Saint Patrick Street.

The area is already beginning to show signs of improvement
with the City Council holding a very successful design ideas
competition for the Kyrl’s Quay group of sites and work about
to commence on the redevelopment of the Guy’s Site.

We would like to acknowledge the input of all those who
contributed to the preparation of this Plan, both City Council
officials and the many stakeholders who participated in the
consultation process.

Joe Gavin
City Manager

Deidre Clune
Lord Mayor




Commarket Street Action Plan -

H

so get involved and
make a difference!

b City Council B preparing an Action Plan

-I-I“c-r e Cornmarket Streat ares af the Oy

Cantra. The Plan will sat out 3 vision for the
araa, which hes tha potantial to becoms a thity-
np wrtEn quartar. An &l day pubkc consuladon
wiarkEhap o pramaoba discussion abaul the ane's
fubure will be held on [TTRED]
20 Dctober 2003, at Jury's Hotel,
Western Road, Cork.

Paces are limitad and mast ba beaked in
aivancs By ringing 021-492 4086

Further detalis abol the project can be Wesed
Al the City Comncl's websile (www.corocityie).
T can't maks e pubic corsulation el
han yo can wria to the Fiznning &nd
Dewelopment Direcleebs by a-mall b
plassing@carkoity.le o by post ba

Jim 0'Dosgvan, Direchor of Sarvices,
Kavigatiom Houes, dbart Quey Eael, Gork.

The deadng far de racelpt of wTkTan
sutiEaNS 15 S on Movdsy 100y,
Movambar 2003

[P
£2.Cork City Council

Adopted 23 May 2005

Project Steering Group

Councillor Jim Corr (Chair),
Planning and Development SPC

Jim O’'Donovan
Director of Services (Planning & Development)

Ann Bogan
Senior Planner (Planning and Development)

Jack Healy
Acting City Architect

John D. Flynn
Director of Services (Corporate Affairs)

Kevin Terry
Director of Services (Roads and Transportation)

Liz McEvoy, Cork City Challenge

Ronnie McDowell
Senior Planner (Planning & Development)

This document was prepared by:

Jeremy Ward A/Senior Executive Planner
Michael O’Leary Chief Technician
Paul Hickey Assistant Planner

Photographs contributed primarily by:
Denis MacGarry Senior Executive Technician




1.1
1.2
1.3
14

1.5
1.6

2.1
22
2.3
24

3.1
3.2
3.3

£2.Cork City Council

The Cornmarket Street Area

The Area Action Plan

The Project Process

The Statutory Planning Framework
The Area Now

Urban Qualities

Introduction
The Vision
The Framework for Change

Transforming the Five Character
Areas

Introduction
Development Plan Objectives

The Strategy

~N OO A 0D

10
12

13
13
14

Adopted 23 May 2005

41
42

5.1
5.2
5.3

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

Introduction

The Strategy

Introduction

Built Environment Framework

Key Site Development Briefs

Introduction

Strategic Context

Key Public Realm Design Principles
Primary Landmark Spaces
Secondary Spaces

The Lanes

17
17

23
23
29

39
39
40
42
48
50

7.1
7.2
7.3
74
75

Introduction
Short-term Priorities
Project Costs
Project Funding

Schedule of Projects

Stakeholders
Historical Context

Schedule of Buildings of Significance

51
51
51
51
52

55
56
58



Section

1.1
1.2
1.3
14
1.5
1.6
2.1
22
3.1
41
4.2
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8
6.9
6.10

The Cornmarket Street area

Ariel View of the Plan Area

City Plan Zoning Objectives

City Plan Development Objectives

Character Areas

Urban Analysis

The Area Action Plan Framework

Retail Development

Movement and Accessibility Strategy

Street market Layout Concept

Street Trading Area Usage

Key Development Sites

Area of Archaeological Potential

Protected Structures and Buildings of Significance
Guy’s Site Development Concept

Public Realm Projects

Daunt Square Extension Concept

Cornmarket Street (south) concept

Cornmarket Street (south) sections

Cornmarket Street (south) northern area concept
Cornmarket Street (south) southern area concept
Cornmarket Street (north)

Kyrl's Quay

Dalton’s Avenue Improvement

Saint Paul's Avenue Pedestrian Priority Area

P

£2.Cork City Council Adopted 23 May 2005



	The Action Plan also looks to the opportunities for future development while respecting the significant heritage value of the area. It promotes the redevelopment of a number of key sites in the area, including strategic development sites at Cornmarket St
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Project Steering Group






	1.1
	The Cornmarket Street Area
	1
	1.2
	The Area Action Plan
	2
	1.3
	The Project Process
	3
	1.4
	The Statutory Planning Framework
	4
	1.5
	The Area Now
	6
	1.6
	Urban Qualities
	7
	2.1
	Introduction
	9
	2.2
	The Vision
	9
	2.3
	The Framework for Change
	10
	2.4
	Transforming the Five Character Areas
	12
	3.1
	Introduction
	13
	3.2
	Development Plan Objectives
	13
	3.3
	The Strategy
	14
	4.1
	Introduction
	17
	4.2
	The Strategy
	17
	5.1
	Introduction
	23
	5.2
	Built Environment Framework
	23
	5.3
	Key Site Development Briefs
	29
	6.1
	Introduction
	39
	6.2
	Strategic Context
	39
	6.3
	Key Public Realm Design Principles
	40
	6.4
	Primary Landmark Spaces
	42
	6.5
	Secondary Spaces
	48
	6.6
	The Lanes
	50
	7.1
	Introduction
	51
	7.2
	Short-term Priorities
	51
	7.3
	Project Costs
	51
	7.4
	Project Funding
	51
	7.5
	Schedule of Projects
	52


